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In the wake of the Nov. 7 assassination of 26 police guarding an oil field in Orito, Putumayo,
and a series of powerful bomb attacks in the capital, on Nov. 8 President Cesar Gaviria imposed
a national state of emergency, suspending constitutional rights and guarantees (see NotiSur
11/10/92.) The increased violence has been attributed both to the narcotrafficking cartels and
to the Simon Bolivar Guerrilla Coordinator (Coordinadora Guerrillera Simon Bolivar, CGSB)
rebel umbrella group. The CGSB is comprised of the Revolutionary Armed Forces of Colombia
(Fuerzas Armadas Revolucionarias de Colombia, FARC), the National Liberation Army (Ejercito
de Liberacion Nacional, ELN), and a dissident faction of the demobilized Popular Liberation
Army (Ejercito Popular de Liberacion, EPL). After a Nov. 17 meeting of local, regional and federal
security officials, Interior Minister Humberto de la Calle announced increased police and military
patrols for the city of Medellin. The measure came in response to a wave of violence, particularly
directed against police officers, over the previous several weeks. He said an additional 80 military
officers and 300 police agents will be included in the group of security forces personnel deployed
to increase security in the city. During the previous 18 days, a total of 34 police officers were killed
by individuals suspected of operating under orders of the Medellin cartel. During the same period,
approximately 30 bombs exploded in banks and other civilian installations in Medellin and other
cities in Antioquia department. At least six people were killed in the bombings. In a Nov. 21
news conference, government officials announced a new decree giving authorities new powers
to crack down on suspected rebel and narcotrafficker sympathizers. Under the new measures,
authorities are exempted from traditional banking secrecy rules and can confiscate illegallyacquired goods and property. Also, banks will be required to report any "suspicious" transactions
involving more than US$10,000, in order to help track money from drug traffickers and rebels.
An additional measure enables authorities to examine government contracts to detect links to
criminal or rebel organizations, in order to put an end to payoffs for protection by companies which
receive government contracts. A separate measure is designed to increase security for judicial
officials targeted or intimidated by rebels or drug organizations. On Nov. 26, army spokespersons
told reporters that 2,000 soldiers will be assigned to guard the Colombia oil pipeline in Antioquia
department. The 182-km. pipeline has been a major target of ELN rebels and has been attacked 20
times so far this year, leading to spillage of tens of thousands barrels of crude oil. On Dec. 3, the
ELN's third in command, Francisco Galan, was captured by police. In apparent retaliation, a wave
of bomb attacks was launched the following day. The attacks resulted in extensive destruction of
equipment at five airports, including those located in the cities of Medellin, Pereira, and Cucuta.
The airport attacks alone resulted in about US$4 million in damages. Also on Dec. 3, a car bomb
exploded outside Medellin's Anatasio Girardot stadium following a soccer game. The explosion
killed 14 people 10 police officers and four civilians and injured 19 others. Authorities attributed
the bast to Medellin cartel leader Pablo Escobar, who has reportedly offered about US$2,000 for
each police officer killed. More than 55 police officers have been killed since Escobar's escape from
prison in July. On Dec. 9, military sources reported that about 5,000 soldiers have been deployed
to protect the country's oil pipelines and oil fields, particularly the Cano-Limon pipeline and the
Cusiana oil fields. The 784 km. pipeline has been hit by the ELN at least 54 times this year, causing
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spillage of over 150,000 barrels of crude. The number of newly deployed troops includes the 2,000
soldiers already assigned to protect the Colombia pipeline in Antioquia. The repeated attacks
against the country's oil pipelines has forced Colombia to suspend petroleum exports and begin to
import oil for the first time since 1985 (for additional information see Chronicle of Latin American
Economic Affairs 12/17/92.) Also on Dec. 9, high-powered bombs exploded almost simultaneously
in four major Bogota hotels, causing millions of dollars in damages and injuring about 10 people.
In addition, seven political party offices in Medellin were bombed during the early morning hours.
Although there was extensive material damages, no one was killed or injured in the blasts, which
police attributed to the CGSB. (Sources: Notimex, 11/15/92, 11/17/92; Inter Press Service, 12/03/92,
12/07/92; Associated Press, 12/09/92; Chinese news service Xinhua, 12/10/92; Agence France-Presse,
11/17/92, 11/18/92, 11/21/92, 11/26/92, 12/04/92, 12/05/92, 12/09-11/92; Spanish news service EFE,
11/16/92, 12/04/92, 12/05/92, 12/08/92, 12/10/92, 12/12/92, 12/13/92)
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